The urban population of developing countries is increasing rapidly. A result disturbing trend is the proliferation of informal housing development in most cities. Similarly, Kabul as one of those fast-growing cities has witnessed rapid urbanization with the many inevitable challenges including, the manifestation of informal settlements. Again, the limited capacity of the government to meet the high demand for building plots has led to growth of the informal settlements. This paper attempts to analyze the characteristics and conditions of phenomena of informal settlements in Kabul city, in order to assist in formulating and designing the most appropriate planning and policy strategies for their improvement. The paper found that the Informal settlements are mainly characterized by informal land tenure, inadequate access to basic urban services, substandard housing, and structures. Again, most of the residents in the surveyed areas were owner-occupiers rather than tenants as the land had been bought from local landholders or powerful individuals who had grabbed the undeveloped land and sold it at a very low price. Contrary to popular perception, residents comprised not only poor but also middle and higher income earners in the city.
Introduction
Kabul is the largest city in Afghanistan and one of fastest growing cities in the region. Kabul has witnessed a major population growth in the last decades, with many challenges including informal settlements, which have become an inevitable manifestation. A rapid increase in the urban population of Kabul and its related consequences have been difficult to handle and manage, and also, the limited capacity of the government to meet the high demand for building plots has led to the growth of informal settlements. Kabul city had the master plan and detail plans for the planned population of 2 million, which revised in 1978. However because of the less economic capacity of government and civil wars the master plan has not been implemented completely, those areas which were reserved for environmental conservation, safety, recreation and undeveloped areas have been grabbed by the people and transformed to informal settlers.
Kabul's population is currently estimated about 5 million people.
According to the World Bank report (2005) 1) , the population has 1) , using data from Ikones satellite, reports that informal settlements represent about 69% of all residential areas in Kabul and provide shelter to about 80% of its inhabitants (Table.1 ).
Informal settlements differ in size and other characteristics from country to country Huchzermeyer and Karam (2006) 2) .
They restrict the term informal settlements of the urban poor that have developed through unauthorized occupation of land.
According to the World Bank report (2005) (Table.1 ).
Kabul's population is currently estimated about 5 million people. It is noteworthy that all these previous studies have been useful in understanding the dynamics at play in informal settlements. Yet there appears to be a missing link in the land acquisition, resident characteristics and house conditions informal settlements. This missing gap is consequently the key focus of this paper. Through a selection of four case study areas, the main concern is to identify compare upgraded and non-upgraded informal areas, flat and mountain slope areas, in terms of physical conditions, resident's characteristics and land tenure to obtain a comprehensive understanding on informal settlements in Kabul City.
Research Methodology
Based on the above understanding and objective, this study has employed different data collection tools. In order to have a better understanding of phenomena of informal settlement, the selection of distinct case studies is important. Therefore, during the course of this research a field survey was conducted in (Table. 3). The width of streets was approximately 2-3m, through which vehicles cannot access the houses, the local streets are not paved, creating problems for the residents during the winter and rain (Fig.2) .
Residents have been provided electricity and water and there are lack of parks and other public and social facilities. According to residents, the main priority for improving their neighborhood are street and sidewalk improvement (Fig.3) .
b. Tap-e Panjsad Family (District 11)
The studied are of Tap-e Panjsad Family is located in district 11.
The population of this district is approximately 450,000 (2009) which is the most populated district. Informal settlements in this district are mostly located on mountain slopes and are the most inaccessible. For this study, a block of 15 houses was selected which constitutes 16 families.
According to the survey the period of living ranges from [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] [14] [15] [16] [17] years. And all the houses were a private owner rather than tenants, and the number of low-income people is higher compared to other studied areas. Sixty percent (60%) of the houses in this area are single story and 40% are two stories, made of raw material (Timber roof+sun dried brick walls) (Tabl.3).
Residents have been provided electricity. However, streets and sidewalks are really in a bad condition and since this area is located on the slopes, it creates problems for the pedestrian during the winter and rain (Fig.2) .
According to the survey and observation, the main priority for residents in term of upgrading are street and sidewalk improvement (Fig.3) due to inaccessibility to the area. (Table. 2).
In contrast, to another district, the local streets are paved and are in good condition (Fig.3) . However the priority for the residents is construction of park and playground (Fig.3) 
d. Chihil Sotun (District 7)
The studied area of Chihil Sotun is located in district 7. This years and the number of the low and mid-income people are almost same in this area (Table. 3).
Some upgrading activities have already been done by national and international organizations, such as supply of water and electricity, paving the streets and construction of drainage (Fig.2) .
However there is a lack of basic public facilities such as parks and other public facilities, this explains according to the survey the main priority for residents are park and playground (Fig.3) . 
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Informal settlements have been defined Informal settlements in Kabul thus serve a critical function where people could obtain a right to the city at low cost and it also provided shelter for low-income families. However, the residents are suffering from lack of tenure security, lack of 
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C roof= Concreate roof BB wall= burned brick wall T roof= timber roof SD= sun dried BH= bought the house and land from previous informal buyer T= tenant(by rent) BL= bought the land from local land holder ON= Occupied by themselves with no permission Development of informal settlement has been the main problem associated with the expansion of Kabul city. It was as a result of series of social disruption in the county that led to a wave of displacement and migration, and also existing formal urban planning policies and regulations not being able to cope with the pace of the growth, contributed to the growth of informal settlements. However, there are several other factors affect the development of informal settlements in Kabul city on undeveloped lands, agricultural lands, and mountain slopes. As shown in (Fig.4) decision to choose Kabul as a place to move in, residents provided a number of reasons, including the job opportunities, the opportunity to own their house (cheap way), and problem in place of origin among other factors. 37.7% of household in survey area explained that they believed there was more employment opportunity in Kabul. It also seems that quite a significant number of household 17.5% said better facility and house opportunity encouraged them to move in Kabul.
It means as a result of urbanization and lack of economic opportunities in rural areas, many people have moved to the Kabul city and settled in informal areas where they have been able to acquire land and get a place of their own at a cheaper price.
Income Statues of Residents
All the respondents in the surveyed areas were male. This is due to the fact that in Muslim societies, men are head of household and women are unwilling to provide any information apart from their husband. The study reveals that all of the proportions of the respondents are male, most of whom are adult age of 25 years and above. The majority of the respondents were educated and employed (Table.4 
Quality of Housing and its Typology
The quality of housing consists of many factors including the physical condition of the building and other social and public facilities in an area. However, our focus is particularly just about the physical condition of buildings, which observed during the survey. There are two types of housing existing across the four surveyed areas: detached-based *3) , and courtyard-based *4) .
However, courtyard houses are the most preferred typology in surveyed areas, which cover 92% of the houses. The structure of the houses built by the house owner, are made of basic construction materials (raw and cheap materials) however they are mostly sturdy, in rare cases, only (8%) detached-based housed were also found, which were made of modern materials like concrete structure consists of two or three floors.
The World Bank (2005) 11) , conducted a study on Kabul urban land crisis and informal settlements, the study compares the use of land on two plots of identical size (390m 2 ) ( fig.5) 
Gov. Emp (2), Pri. Worker (1) Shopkeeper (2), Labor (2), Driver(1), Guard (1) 11 Tap it was mentioned above that detached-based house also found at surveyed areas, which were made of modern materials, basically, those are new houses that the owners rebuilt their houses, and mostly found in Shah Shahid and Chihil Sotun areas which are upgraded areas. Therefore, the rebuilt houses that are only 8% found in upgraded areas, may be due to the upgrading of the areas, which encouraged the land owner to rebuilt/improve the houses. It is important to mention that housing was not considered in the government upgrading plan. (Fig.6 shows the typical image of courtyard and detached houses which found in survey areas).
The study conducted reveals that 63.2% of the physical condition of the houses at studied areas were in poor condition, 25% are in moderate condition and only 14.7% are in good condition (Table.5 ).
It is mentionable that criteria for good and poor house building are based on material, paint, wall and appearance of the houses, and also the study reveals that it's the income of the household that determine the quality of the house; most of the houses with poor condition are belonging to the low-income category (Table.5 ).
Therefore, the income has a great impact on the quality of house being constructed.
Modes of Informal Plot Acquisition and Tenure Issues
Residents in the study areas have been using different ways or modes of acquiring a plot of land from the informal market.
However, a vacant plot was the major means of informal land acquisition in Kabul city.
According to the interview with the governmental officials, it
shows those vacant plots in the undeveloped land were grabbed by powerful individual and sold out to the people at a very low price. This shows how most of the informal settlers have turned owners of their land rather than tenants, it also shows the impact of the informal development of land and housing development in Kabul city that, how residents provide themselves shelter.
The mode of land acquisition in the study areas in (Table 6) shows that buying land was the highest mode of land acquisition, however, this land was bought from other individuals who had grabbed the land without permission and selling it to the local people.
It also shows that occupied land by landowners happened only on mountains slope since that land location is not appropriate for living and those powerful people had no interest to grab the land and some local people themselves occupied the land.
In general, all informal settlers in survey areas suffer from insecurity or lack of land tenure. FIG (1995) 12) , and the German international technical cooperation agency GTZ (1998) 13) , define land tenure as the relationship between people and land that embodied in land rights and restrictions . Rakodi (2003) 14) , also defines tenure in common law terms as a collection of rights, which is a relationship between persons and organizations as to land. Therefore, land tenure is an important part of the social, political and economic structure which define the right to use, control and transfer land. 
Conclusion
This paper has aimed at presenting an overview on informal The study also revealed that income has a great impact on the quality of housing or depending on the financial status of the owner, most of the houses with the good condition are belonging to the high-income category.
e. The courtyard base houses is the most used (about 92% of informal household), but new houses are mainly detached.
f. Upgrading is limited to improving infrastructure in the neighborhood, however, it has encouraged the landowners to rebuild/improve their houses.
g. Residents in the study areas have been using different ways or modes of acquiring a plot of land from the informal market.
However buying land was the highest mode of land acquisition, and this land was bought from other individuals, who had grabbed the land without permission and selling it to the local people.
The findings of the study have significant policy implications for the future urban development of Kabul. First, taking into account, that every districts and neighborhood has distinct characteristics.
The study recommends, the need to take into consideration the distinctiveness and peculiarities of each of the areas to promote planning and design strategies that correspond to existing conditions and characteristics. Secondly, the social mix of residents (different income groups), is important and positive.
The city authorities should maintain and promote this social mix of different income groups to ensure that the situation of segregation of poor or low-income people, common in traditional informal settlements is prevented. It's recommended that the city authorities promote such diversity and mix in future development plans. Thirdly, upgrading has encouraged the residents to rebuilt/improve their houses, therefore, the city authorities should work more on the upgrading of informal settlements. Finally, most of the city expansion and growth is occurring in informal areas. Urban development strategies should pay particular attention to these areas through proactive plans and provide the necessary urban services and facilities which will consequently ensure the better living experience for residents.
Again, as courtyard based houses are gradually making way for detached houses. Future research will have to be undertaken to ascertain its usefulness for Kabul and role in both spatial organization and housing formation.
The future of Kabul city is therefore directly connected to the planning authorities' ability to efficiently plan for, and appropriately integrate residents housing need in development plans. 
